
 

Road to a Career in Finance
Investment Banks help companies and governments with corporate finance issues. This entails 

helping to raise capital (debt or equity), sell a unit, or buy another business. Some major investment 
banks include Goldman Sachs, Credit Suisse, Jefferies, Moelis, Morgan Stanley, Evercore, Lazard, 

PwC, Deloitte, and Bank of America

The road to a career in investment banking is 
long but attainable. The earlier you start, the 
better. Be ready to work hard and most 
importantly use the resources at your disposal. 
The people at the CDO are there to help and 
are committed to your success. Go in for a 
meeting!

Contact the Career 
Development Office if you 

have any questions!

(909) 621-8000

Consider taking courses in the following subjects: math, stats, 
finance, economics, CS, psych, accounting, and constitutional 
law. Taking courses in these subjects over the summer at a local 
community college can be a good option. 

Coursework 

Join Sagehen Capital Management, the Consulting Club, or 
enter Sagetank to learn more about finance and it looks good on 
a resume. It is also beneficial to get leadership roles in finance 
on campus such as treasurer of a club or Student Member of 
Trustee Finance Committee.

Finance on Campus

Tailor your resume towards finance careers with the help of the 
CDO. Highlight your quantitative experience and knowledge of 
business.

Resume

Reach out to Pomona alumni that have worked in finance. A 
great way to network is by growing your LinkedIn network 
and profile. Also, come to the CDO finance industry info 
sessions.

Network

Preparing for finance job interviews is vital. The following are all 
things you can do to prepare:
-Study Vault guides, Wall Street Oasis, other online finance career 
resources.
-Learn shortcut keys in excel
-Practice financial modeling
-Buy stocks
-Read 10ks and S-1 Financial Statments
-Do mock interviews
-Practice brain teasers
-Have a stock to pitch ready at all times
-Know recent deals the firm you’re interviewing at has done, if 
they’re publicly traded, and their industry focus
-Know how to value a company (DCF, comps, recent transactions)

Interview Prep

Try to get internships in finance, e.g. Investment Banking. 
Looking at unpaid internships for academic credit are often a 
great place to start. If you can’t get a IB internship it’s not the 
end of the world. Look into other finance opportunities such as: 
hedge funds, wealth management, private equity, venture capital, 
audit, accounting, etc. One place to check for opportunities is 
Sagehen Career Advisors on LinkedIn.

Internships

Book List

It is important to keep up with daily news, deals, and markets.  
Not only will this help you learn but it also could come up 
during an interview. CNBC is a good source to follow. 

News

• CDO
• Sagehen Connect
• Handshake
• SagePost47 (mentoring)
• Candid Careers (videos)
• Shadow a Sagehen
• LinkedIn (networking)

Resources

Sagehen Capital Management is a great place to get this practice. 
Otherwise use the internet to discover, research, and prepare. 

Practice looking at and Pitching Stocks
Practice your spread sheet skills! Learn shortcuts, learn how 
to read income statements, balance sheets, and statement of 
cash flows. Master excel shortcuts.

Excel Spreadsheets

Getting Started

Landing the JobNext Steps 

The following books are good reads for those that are interested in 
finance:
-The Intelligent Investor, by Benjamin Graham
-Liar’s Poker, by Michael Lewis
-Barbarians at the Gate, by Bryan Burrough
-The Warren Buffett Way, by Robert G. Hagstrom
-Monkey Business: Swinging Through the Wall Street Jungle, by Peter 
Troob
-King of Capital: The Remarkable Rise, Fall and Rise Again of Steve 
Schwarzman and Blackstone, by David Carey
-Too Big to Fail: The Inside Story of How Wall Street and Washington 
Fought to Save the Financial System– and Themselves, by AR Sorkin

Careers in Finance
- Investment Banking
- Wealth Management
- Sales & Trading
- Audit
- Accounting
- Hedge Funds
- Private Equity
- Venture Capital

Pros/Cons of  Careers in Finance
Pros: good prep for business school, lucrative, good technical 
training, lots of young people, feeder to MBA, PE, or VC, etc.
Cons: long hours, intense work load, etc. 


