
Road to a Career in Consulting
Consulting firms offer advice to individuals and firms on industry-specific subject matter. 

There are many different types of consulting firms including financial, IT, operations, 
litigation, Management, HR, Legal, and Health Care.  Some major consulting firms include 
McKinsey, Boston Consulting Group, Bain, Deloitte, Accenture, Cornerstone Research, 

Navigant, FTI Consulting and PwC.

The road to a career in Consulting is long but attainable. The 
earlier you start, the better. Be ready to work hard and most 
importantly use the resources at your disposal. The people at 
the CDO are there to help and are committed to your success. 
Go in for a meeting!

Contact the Career 
Development Office if 

you have any questions!

909-621-8000

Consider taking courses in the following subjects: 
economics, psych, CS, and organizational behavior. 
Taking courses over the summer at a local community 
college can be a good option. 

Coursework 

Join Sagehen Capital Management or the Pomona Consulting 
club to learn more about finance and it looks good on a 
resume. It is also beneficial to get leadership roles in finance 
on campus such as treasurer of a club or Student Member of 
Trustee Finance Committee.

Consulting on Campus

Tailor your resume towards consulting careers 
with the help of the CDO. Highlight your 
quantitative experience and knowledge of 
business.

Resume

Reach out to Pomona alumni that have worked in 
Consulting. A great way to network is by growing your 
LinkedIn network and profile. Also, come to the 
CDO industry info sessions.

Network

Preparing for Consulting job interviews is vital. The 
following are all things you can do to prepare:
-Study Vault guides, Wall Street Oasis, other online 
consulting resources.
-Learn shortcut keys in excel
-Practice case studies

-have a framework for how to answer  
questions
-Do mock interviews
-Practice brain teasers
--Learn information and recent news about the group 
that you’re interviewing with

Interview Prep

Try to get internships in Consulting. Looking at unpaid 
internships for academic credit are often a great place to start. 
If you can’t get a consulting internship it’s not the end of the 
world. Look into other business opportunities such as: hedge 
funds, wealth management, private equity, venture capital, 
audit, accounting, business strategy, etc. 

Internships

Book List

It is important to keep up with daily news, deals, and 
markets.  Not only will this help you learn but it also could 
come up during an interview. 

News

• CDO
• Sagehen Connect
• Handshake
• SagePost47 (mentoring)
• Candid Career (videos)
• Shadow a Sagehen
• LinkedIn (networking)

Resources

The case study is probably the most 
important part of the consulting interview 
process. Ace the Case Workshops, Mock 
Case Studies, and Vault guides are key to 
tackling the case study. Most importantly, 
make sure you have a framework when 
trying to answer the question (4-P, 3-C).

Case Studies

Pros: pay for business school, see a lot of different 
industries, lots of responsibility, learn about 
analysis, etc.
Cons: difficult lifestyle, not an expert in a singular 
industry, lots of travel

Pros/Cons of Consulting

Practice your spread sheet skills! Learn shortcuts, learn how 
to read income statements, balance sheets, and statements of 
cash flows. Master excel shortcuts.

Excel Spreadsheets

Getting Started

Landing the JobNext Steps 

The following books are good reads for those that 
are interested in Consulting:
-Case In Point, by Mark P. Cosentino
-Dangerous Company, by James O’Shea and Charles 
Madigan
-The Firm, by Duff McDonald
-Competitive Strategy, by Michael E. Porter
-McKinsey Mind, by Ethan Rasiel

Types of Consulting
- Strategy
- Operations
- Marketing
- Financial
- Environmental
- Startup
- Litigation
- Compensation
- Turnaround


