
Finance Jobs – Partial List of Possible Interview Questions 
 
Behavioral Questions 
 
1. Tell me about yourself –“Elevator Pitch,” family, birthplace/moves, key interests/ 

passions/hobbies, why college you chose? Why your major/minor? Career paths considering? Why 
fraternity/sorority/clubs, if any? 
 

2. How and why financial services, specifically Private Wealth, Investment Mgt/ Portfolio mgt., Sales 
and Trading – Fixed Income/Equities, Inv Banking? 
 

3. Why us versus another firm? (ex. GS, MS, Credit Suisse, Bear Stearns, AGC, Cambridge 
Associates, Harris, etc.)  If you got an offer from us would you accept? 
 

4. Who else are you networking and interviewing with? What stage are you at with these firms? 
 

5. Why weren’t your grades better? (don’t believe in cramming – but I always attended class, enjoy 
learning, do work/papers on time, and have a full plate of outside activities – more focus on 
learning, than just grades, etc.) 
 

6. What can you contribute to our firm/why should we hire you/what distinguishes you from other 
candidates? (ex. Strong work ethic/lots of energy, passion to learn, quick study/curiosity, good 
communication skills, good analytic/technical/quant/computer skills, team player – will do 
whatever it takes to be on a winning team, good sales skills – enjoy winning people over, sense of 
humor/fun, good commercial instincts, improving time management and personal 
productivity/multi-tasking skills, know how to prioritize, demonstrated leadership potential).  
 

7. Tell me about your interests in markets/finance.  What newspapers and magazines do you 
read/CNBC? What business/finance books have you read? What do you think of current market 
trends – stock/fixed income and commodity markets? What stocks or investments/industries do you 
think are timely – both long and “short” (latter you bet will down)? GNP and corporate earnings 
trends – chance of recession? What is S&P, DJIA level and trends plus 10-year treasury and Fed 
Funds Rate and trends? Interest rate yield curve – upward or downward sloping? 
 

8. What do you feel your greatest accomplishments and achievements have been in your various 
activities/jobs/sports/fraternity leadership roles? Why how did you get people to follow-you in your 
leadership roles? 
 

9. Tell me about a couple of difficult situations/challenges you’ve faced and how you responded? 
 

10. Do you want to work for a big, medium-size or small firm? What do you see as 
advantages/disadvantages to each? 
 

11. What skill-sets do you have that can help you contribute? What skill-sets do you want to work on 
and obtain 
 

12. What are your 3-5 key strengths? (ex. See above #6 and add honesty/integrity, responsible, mature, 
dependable – show up on time and work until job is done well) 



 
13. What about weaknesses? (ex. Can be too intense sometimes – want to win too much – get testy, 

quant skills aren’t where I want them to be – just need more practice/real world) 
 

14. What 3-5 adjectives best describe you – what would others say about you? 
 

15. What were last two books you read? Why these and give quick critique? Summarize what were key 
three “takeaways” for you? 
 

16. Where do you want to be in 5 years? Do you want to go back to graduate school – why? 
 

17. What have been some of your biggest disappointments? 
 

18. Tell me about a difficult situation/dilemma/leadership role you were in and how you handled it. 
 

 
Technical Questions 
 
19. How would you value a company? (Answer: Discounted Cash Flow (DCF), Comparable 

Transactions, Trading Multiples) 
 

20. What are the components of a DCF model? 
 

21. What is Internal Rate of Return (IRR)? How does it compare with DCF? 
 

22. How long does it take for an investment to double if the interest rate is 20%? (answer: Rule of 72) 
 

23. How do you calculate enterprise value? (Enterprise Value = Equity Value + Value of Debt – Cash); 
Enterprise Value is the value of a company if you were to buy the whole thing.  

 
24. What are some recent deals that our firm completed? What do you think about them? 

 
25. Please take this set of financial documents on XYZ firm and assumptions and build a working 

excel leveraged buyout model. Should we buy this business? 
 

26. Please walk me through a stock which you like? Why do you like it? Is it fairly valued by the stock 
market today? 
 

27. What are the 3 main financial statements? 
 

28. Please walk me through the connections between an income statement, balance sheet, and cash 
flow statement? 
 

29. If a company never plans to pay a dividend, should it have a high stock price? 
 

30. Would you rather have a dollar today or a dollar tomorrow? 
 

31. What industries are you interested in? 



 
32. What is the LIBOR interest rate this week (roughly)? 

 
33. What is the value of the Dow and Nasdaq (roughly)? 

 
34. What goes into building a financial model? 

 
35. What is your favorite Excel short-cut? 
 
36. What are the reasons to acquire a business (answer customer expansion, geographic expansion, 

new technology, new capabilities, cost savings, enhanced scale) 
 

37. What is the difference between net income and cash flow? 
 

38. What are the main items on an income statement? 
 

39. What is typically higher – the cost of debt or the cost of equity? (cost of equity) 
 

40. How do you calculate unlevered free cash flows for DCF analysis (Free cash flows = Operating 
profit (EBIT) * (1 –tax rate) + depreciation & amortization – changes in net working capital – 
capital expenditures) 
 

41. Two companies are identical in earnings, growth prospects, leverage, returns on capital, and risk. 
Company A is trading at a 15 P/E multiple, while the other trades at 10 P/E. which would you 
prefer as an investment?  (10 P/E: A rational investor would rather pay less per unit of ownership) 

 
42. If revenue goes up, what happens to net income and cash flow? 
 
43. If depreciation goes up, what happens to net income and cash flow? 

 
44. Say depreciation increases by $10 million.  Walk me through how that impacts the income 

statement, cash flow and balance sheet. 
 
45. Why do we look at enterprise value / EBITDA but price / earnings?  In other words, why isn’t the 

denominator the same on both? 
 
46. Companies frequently are valued off a multiple of EBITDA.  If EBITDA is negative, tell me a few 

ways you would think about valuing the business. 
 
47. The two basic ways to finance a company are via debt or equity.  As a CFO or owner of a 

company, how would you think about using one versus the other? 
 
 
 


